Book Reviews RICHARD CAVENDISH, The powers of evil in western religion, magic and folk belief, London, Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1975, 8vo, pp. ix, 299, £5.95. Evil supernatural agencies are part of every culture in degrees varying with their sophistication. As is to be expected, primitive man is surrounded by them, but they are of course still believed in by races who boast advanced social and cultural development. This book considers each in turn, ranging from the bogyman to fire and brimstone, and including ghosts and astral evil, pagan spirits, the vampire, darkness and night, nightmares, eaters of the dead, hell, the devil, animals, demons, witches and comparable sinister beings and situations.
, Mortality in mid nineteenth century Britain, London, Gregg International, 1974, 8vo, pp. xvi, reprints: 567-601; viii, 168, £4.25 (1850), and has provided an excellent introduction to them. Farr's article is considered to be the foundation of a new science, along with the emergence of the professional demographer, and the compiler analyses its contents closely. Ratcliffe's data came from the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Manchester Unity, and he examined duration of life and average sickness amongst its members, and then correlated these with the occupation and locality of individuals. His work is characterized by general thoroughness, although it does not have the breadth of Farr's.
As the interest in historical demography increases it is essential that classical documents such as these two should be readily available to students and to researchers. The significance of the subject to the history of medicine is undoubted, and there is an urgent need for collaboration between these two disciplines, to the benefit of both. 227
